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Indigenous Dental Association of Canada
(IDAC)

• Incorporated as a Not-for-Profit Organization and launched in March 2022 with the 

“Anti-Indigenous Racism in Dentistry” webinar following the tragic death of Joyce 

Echaquan. https://youtu.be/DxCxgIBRrrQ

• Founded on Reconciliation as established by the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission of Canada (TRC) and the 94 Calls to Action / United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

• Vision statement: 
Improving Indigenous oral health in Canada with the support of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous oral health providers, while respecting traditional ways of knowing.

https://youtu.be/DxCxgIBRrrQ


IDAC Speaking Engagements
• Royal College of Dentists of Canada

• Continuing Education Webinar Series
• Royal College of Dentists of Canada

• Inaugural Continuing Education Day - Toronto
• Canadian Dental Hygienists Association

• CDHA Summit - Whitehorse
• Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association 

• Annual Conference – Saskatoon
Upcoming: 
• Children’s Oral Health Initiative (COHI) 4 provinces

• Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association 2023



BOARD / Participation 
with other groups
Ø First Nations and Inuit Health Branch 

• FNIHB Anti-Racism Advisory Circle 
Ø Canadian Dental Association

• CDA-NIHB Technical Working Group 
Ø Open Dialogue on Indigenous Health Legislation: 

Restoring the Balance to do Honour to all People





Upcoming events/projects
Ø Jordan’s Principle Webinar for the dental community 
• To identify why Jordan’s Principle, a child-first ruling exists and 

how to access Jordan’s Principle to benefit First Nations 
children in need of dental services or products.

Ø Anti-Indigenous racism in dentistry: What does this 
look like in practice? 
• Dentistry is in healthcare, but not covered benefit in healthcare

Ø Cultural Safety: Confront the racism that was identified
Ø Government of Canada / Oral Health Knowledge 

Transfer Project
• Bridge cultural understanding and combat racial biases in oral 

health care through community engagement 



Upcoming events/projects
Ø Virtual Dental Home for children that have had 

dental rehabilitation under GA
• Follow-up and provision of oral hygiene aids 

Ø Continuing Education in Dentistry
• Clinical practice in the communities
• Clinical /social justice topics for providers

Ø Video series to promote dental education and 
literacy 
• Achieve informed consent  

Ø Build capacity for online and in-person mentorship 
• Support those working in oral health 
• Support those interested in pursuing career in dentistry



Crest / Oral B 
support and samples



Children and Oral 
Health



SDF is a 38% silver diamine fluoride 
Equivalent to 5% fluoride in a colorless liquid, with a pH of 10
Exact mechanism is not understood however researchers 
hypothesize: 
• Fluoride ions act on the tooth structure
• Silver is antimicrobial 
• SDF reacts with hydroxyapatite in the alkaline 
environment à calcium fluoride (CaF2) and silver phosphate

• Calcium fluoride provides fluoride to form fluorapatite 
(less soluble in acidic environment)

Side effect is discolouration (black staining)
• Parents should be shown before and after pictures, 
informed consent! 

Silver Diamine 
Fluoride (SDF)



Case Selection for SDF

Ø High risk for caries and have active cavitated 
lesions in the anterior or posterior teeth

Ø Behaviour or medical management 
challenges and have cavitated caries lesions

Ø Multiple cavitated lesions that cannot all be 
treated in one appointment 

Ø Lesions that are difficult to treat
Ø Patients without access to or with difficulty 

accessing dental care



Jordan’s Principle
https://www.sac-
isc.gc.ca/eng/1568396042341/1568396159824?utm_campaign
=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-
url&utm_source=canada-ca_jordans-principle

https://fncaringsociety.com/what-you-can-do/ways-make-
difference/jordans-principle

https://www.idac.agency/resources

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1568396042341/1568396159824?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_jordans-principle
https://fncaringsociety.com/what-you-can-do/ways-make-difference/jordans-principle
https://www.idac.agency/resources


Jordan River Anderson
Norway House Cree Nation, 
Manitoba
Born with rare muscle disorder 
Carey-Fineman-Ziter syndrome
Spent the first 2 years of his life in a 
hospital, and was ready to go home
Spent the rest of his life in the 
Children’s Hospital waiting to go 
home while the federal and 
provincial governments fought over 
who was going to pay the medical 
bill
Jordan’s Principle is a child first 
principle named in memory of 
Jordan River Anderson

Introduction



• A legal institution with the mandate to 
adjudicate cases with alleged breaches of the 
Canadian Human Rights Act. 

• Nine years after case was filed, CHRT 
determined ”that the Canadian Government 
(ISC) to be racially discriminating against 
165,000 First Nations children and their 
families in its provision of the First Nations 
Child and Family Services program and by 
failing to fully implement Jordan’s Principle.  

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal
(CHRT) 



Jordan’s Principle
Legal rule to ensure First Nations children get 
the services they need when they need them:
• A legal rule that means that the federal government is 

legally required to implement Jordan’s Principles 
according to the Tribunal’s orders 

• Jordan’s Principle is a child-first principle, now law (not a 
policy or program)

• 2016 CHRT 2 ordered Canada to stop applying the narrow 
definition of Jordan’s Principle that was being applied, and 
”to take measures to immediately implement the full 
meaning and scope of Jordan’s Principle”

• Call to Action 3. We call upon all levels of government to 
fully implement Jordan’s Principle



Canadian Human Rights 
Tribunal (CHRT) 2016

• In 2007, the Caring Society and Assembly of First Nations 
filed documents to the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission against the Government of Canada 

• Referred to the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal 
(CHRT) 

• The CHRT determined that the Government of Canada 
(Indigenous Services of Canada) to be racially 
discriminating against 165,000 First Nations children and 
their families in the provision of the First Nations Child and 
Family Services program and by failing to fulling 
implement Jordan’s Principle. (CHRT 2)

• Since the 2016 landmark ruling (CHRT 2), there have been 
several procedural and non-compliance orders. 



What is covered under Jordan’s 
Principle? 



As of November 2020, CHRT ruled that First 
Nations children under the age of majority, that 
permanently reside in Canada and meet one of 
the criteria below: 
• Is registered or eligible to be registered under 

the Indian Act
• Has one parent or guardian registered or 

eligible to be registered under the Indian A
• Recognized by their nation for Jordan’s 

Principle 
• Is ordinarily resident on reserve

Eligibility



The CHRT ordered that the individual needs 
of each child must be considered, to ensure 
that each of the following is taken into 
consideration under Jordan’s Principle:
• Substantive Equality
• Providing culturally appropriate services
• Safeguarding the best interest of the child

May 26, 2017 CHRT Ruling 
ISC. https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1568396042341/1568396159824



Substantive Equality
ISC. https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1583698429175/1583698455266

• Substantive equality is a legal principle that refers to the 
achievement of true equality in outcomes. Not all people 
start off from same position, unequal opportunities more 
difficult for some to be successful. 

• It is achieved through equal access, equal opportunity 
and, most importantly, the provision of services and 
benefits in a manner and according to standards that meet 
any unique needs and circumstances, such as cultural, 
social, economic and historical disadvantage.

• The following key values identified in the Touchstones of 
Hope need to be respected to achieve substantive 
equality: Self-determination, culture and language, holistic 
approach, structural interventions, non-discrimination. 



Does the child have heightened needs for the service in question as a result of an historical 
disadvantage?

Would the failure to provide the service perpetuate the disadvantage experienced by the child as a 
result of their race, nationality or ethnicity?

Would the failure to provide the service result in the child needing to leave the home or community 
for an extended period?

Would the failure to provide the service result in the child being placed at a significant disadvantage 
in terms of ability to participate in educational activities?

Is the provision of support necessary to ensure access to culturally appropriate services?

Is the provision of support necessary to avoid a significant interruption in the child's care?

Is the provision of support necessary in maintaining family stability?, as indicated by:
• the risk of children being placed in care
• caregivers being unable to assume caregiving responsibilities

Does the individual circumstance of the child's health condition, family or community context 
(geographic, historical or cultural) lead to a different or greater need for services as compared to the 
circumstances of other children (such as extraordinary costs associated with daily living due to a 
remote location)?

Would the requested service support the community or family's ability to serve, protect and nurture 
its children in a manner that strengthens the community or family's resilience, healing and self-
determination?

To achieve substantive equality:



Best Interests of the Child
ISC. https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1601663830055/1601663849507

• Using a lens that requires the consideration of specific 
circumstances of the child or group of children, in addition to the 
child’s age, capacity, diagnosis, needs, maturity and circumstance. ‘

• Decisions should be guided by the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

• Every First Nations child should: 
Ø have a safe and nurturing environment so they may live up to their full 

potential
Ø be loved in ways that bring dignity, support, and meaning to their life
Ø have their cultural identity and linguistic needs valued and respected
Ø have access to their traditional land, resources, and teachings
Ø be free from discrimination or the long-term impacts of disadvantage
Ø have a safe and nurturing relationship with their family (including 

siblings and extended family), community and nation
Ø have available and timely access to supports and services of equivalent 

quality to those available to non-Indigenous children
Ø have their necessary needs related to physical, sensory, mental health 

or intellectual disabilities met to ensure substantive equality
Ø have their rights upheld in relation to education, health and a safe 

environment





The recent decision that orders 
Canada to fund the purchase and 
construction of capital assets for 
the delivery of First Nations child 
and family services or the 
delivery of services under 
Jordan’s Principle

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal 
2021 CHRT 41



2021 Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal 41: Order
• November 16, 2021, CHRT issued CHRT 41 orders 

Canada to fund the purchase and construction of 
capital assets for the not only the delivery of First 
Nations child services, but also the delivery of 
services under Jordan’s Principle



2021 CHRT 41: Order
D. Fund all First Nations or First Nations-authorized service providers for the full 
cost of the purchase of capital assets to provide safe, accessible, confidential and 
culturally- and age-appropriate spaces that are needed to support the delivery of 
J ordan’s Principle services to First Nations children on-reserve including in Ontario 
and to First Nations children in the Northwest Territories and in Yukon that are 
underway or that the First Nation or First Nations-authorized service provider 
advises are ready to proceed as per paragraphs 191 and 192 (e.g., has relevant 
First Nations approvals and for which feasibility and design work is complete). 
Within 15 days of this amended order, advise First Nations, J ordan’s Principle 
service coordinators and FNCFS agencies in writing on how to access this capital 
asset funding, and Canada shall post this information on the ISC website within 30 
days.



2021 CHRT 41: Order
E. For the construction of capital assets, fund the full cost of projects to 
provide safe, accessible, confidential and culturally- and age-appropriate 
spaces that are needed to support the delivery of Jordan’s Principle services 
to First Nations children on-reserve, including in Ontario and to First Nations 
children in the Northwest Territories and in Yukon for First Nations or First 
Nations-authorized service providers where these projects are underway or 
the First Nation or First Nations-authorized service provider advises are ready 
to proceed as per paragraphs 191 and 192 (e.g., has relevant First Nations 
approvals and for which feasibility and design work is complete). Within 15 
days of this amended order, Canada shall advise First Nations, Jordan’s 
Principle service coordinators and FNCFS Agencies in writing of how to access 
the capital assets funding, and Canada shall post this information on the ISC 
website within 30 days.



2021 CHRT 41: Order

F. In consultation with the Parties, provide funding for First Nations or First 
Nations-authorized service providers to conduct capital needs and feasibility 
studies regarding the purchase and/or construction of capital assets to 
provide safe, accessible, confidential and culturally- and age-appropriate 
spaces for the delivery of Jordan’s Principle services on-reserve, including in 
Ontario, in the Northwest Territories and in Yukon and off-reserve where 
these services are eligible under Jordan’s Principle.



Gichi-miigwetch

Contact information:
Indigenous Dental Association of Canada

idaccontact@gmail.com
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